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A V O W  RE GAT T A  &  D I N N E R    FINAL SUGDEN SAILING EVENT 

 

 
 MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

V Apr  8 Members Meeting with 

speaker, special Italian dinner, 

DESSERT CHALLENGE  and 

awards night, BYOB- DONôT MISS 

THE FINAL DINNER  

V Apr  11th SAMI Bud Light Re gatta 

V April 19 th THE LAST AND BEST  

sailing and picnic at Sugden Park 

with special pricing of $5 pp or $10 

for a family  

 

    

 

          

APRIL at  GCSC 

              

 

       Brian MacInnes returned as 

our guest speaker for our 39th 

Annual SWFL Regatta. Our 

Regatta dinner at the Naples 

Sailing and Yacht Club was an 

awesome event. 26 boats 

registered for the regatta and over 

150 people attended and were 

treated to a fabulous dinner and 

entertained by Brianôs stories of    

his experiences from the 

Americaôs Cup and other sailing 

experiences we could only dream 

about as well as making it a very 

interactive experience for the 

audience.   

SUNDAY APRIL 19TH is the Final 

Sugden sailing and picnic event and 

promises to be the best of all with a 

special picnic lunch and sailing 

events and instruction . We want to 

see everyone out there and so we 

have a special pricing  of $5 pp or $10 

for a family. If you haven õt been to 

one of these events you are missing a 

really fun time so donõt miss the last 

one of the season. Bring the family.  

April 19 th 12 pm at Sugden Park. 

Bring your favorite dessert or 

appetizer to share  
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  Commodoreôs Comments 
 Our First Avow Hospice Regatta was a great success thanks to all the effort of all our 

volunteers, our Race Committee, and our sponsors. The Gulf Coast Sailing Club is proud to be 

associated with Avow Hospice and we look forward to a great long term relationship.  This 

regatta is the only Avow Hospice supported Regatta in Southwest Florida. ñInspired by 

Competition and Enhanced by Compassionò is the motto for the National Hospice Regatta and it 

illustrates how well Hospice and sailing go together. The weather was challenging but brought out the strong 

competitive spirit among our sailors. We had 26 boats register for the regatta which was a great turn out and 

we look to build upon this success and make 2016 even bigger and better.  

This event couldnôt happen without the generous support of our sponsors. We had a great response from 

sponsors stepping up when Porsche of Naples decided not to sponsor the event this year. A special thanks 

goes to Dr. Ulrich L. Rohde, Universal Sailing for stepping in as the principle supporter and making this 

great Charity Regatta a success.  We also want to thank Tom LaMacchio and Nadia Keric of Raymond 

James, the Marco Island Marriott Resort Golf Club &  Spa, Mike Rainen of the Rainen Companies, 

and Judy Hansen of the Hansen Team, our loyal major supporters who continue their support for this 

charity regatta.  The money we collected for regatta entry fees, dinners and regatta clothing, etc. basically 

covered the costs of these items, leaving the generous contributions of our sponsors as the principal source 

of the contributions that we, the club members, will make to support the Avow Childrenôs Bereavement 

Program, the Special Needs Sailing Program, and other charitable causes here in Southwest Florida. 

 

 

Universal Sailing    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tropical S torm  Scully  Foundation  

FFou FoundationFC

haritable  
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  The last planned sailing event at Sugden on April 19th  should be the best one of the 

season. We are looking forward to interesting speakers and camaraderie at our last member meeting at River 

Park Community Center this season.   Our April meeting will be the last of the season at River Park 

Community Center and we plan on having a special Italian dinner and dessert challenge to go with our final 

awards night presentations and contributions to Avow Childrenôs Bereavement Program, the Special Needs 

Sailing Program. 

 

  Lots of exciting events this season and still a few more to go. Donôt miss them. 

  // Moe Scully mauricescully@gmail.com 

 
                                              
                                                                                                                                                                    

 

A GOOD DAY at Shenaniganõs on the Lake 

Adaptive Sailing Regatta , March 15, 2015  

By Moe Scully 

 Congratulation to all the Club m embers who volunteered for this regatta ð you proved that the Gulf 
Coast Sailing Club is the òHEART OF SAILINGó in Naples and Southwest Florida. This Adaptive Sailing 
Regatta is the only one of its kind in the State of Florida and was  co-sponsored by Freedom Waters 
Foundation and the Gulf Coast Sailing. The Club had 8 members show up to volunteerñElizabeth Bloch, 
Jim Brown, Bob Hummel, Gunar Rogat, Gary Schwarting, John Woods, Bob Mills and Moe Scully. 

Gary Schwartingõs sailing partner told Gary how he looked forward to the regatta all year.  My sailing 
partner for the last three years, David is my inspiration and to see how much enjoyment he gets from 
sailing in the regatta is, BY FAR the most rewarding thing I do in Naples.  Jim Brown summarized his 
experience as òA very good dayó. THANK YOU ALL you made the Club proud.  

   Adaptive sailing is one of the many different sailing experiences sponsored by US Sailing that teaches 
people with disabilities how to sail independently for those who can, and also provides aided sa iling 
experiences to others 
who may not otherwise 
have the opportunity 
to experience the 
therapeutic effects of 
being on the water and 
feeling that wondrous 
sense from sailing.   

Shenaniganõs on the 
Lake is a competitive 
regatta as all the 
disabled sailors have a 
strong desire to win. It 
is truly inspiring to see 
the heart and 
determination these 
kids and adults with disabilities in their efforts to get out on the water and experience a sense of 
freedom, with them in control of a sailboat.  For some that s omething they might not experience when 
confined to a wheelchair or otherwise limited in mobility when on land.  

Bronwen McKiever 

mailto:mauricescully@gmail.com
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The sailors raced from mid -morning to lunch in very light winds and very warm weather. After lunch we 
did it all over again all afternoon,  except that the wind had picked up considerably. Sailing all day in 
the heat  is exhausting for most people never mind someone with severe disabilities. But the sailors love 
it and they are there for every race and they are ready to go.  There is a little forgiv eness in the rules of 
racing as rounding a mark can sometimes resemble bumper cars but that is all in their competitive spirit 
to round the mark first.  
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