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                        December 2015 

Gulf Coast Sailing 

Club  

         Luff n Laff 

 
 

**** Best Viewed when Printed **** 

SAILING FUN TIME  GCSC HOLIDAY PARTY  

 

Holiday Party 
Saturday Evening 

December 19th 

 At The NRPCC 

 
 MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 Dec 12th NYC Offshore Race 

 Dec 12th Naples Boat Light Parade    

Dec 19th GCSC Holiday Party   

 

          

December  at  GCSC  

    

Date:Saturday, December 
19th 2015  
Time: Party Social 6:00 
PM to 9:00 PM 

Location: Naples River 
Park Community Center 
What to bring: Dish to 
share and your drink of 
choice. Plus, a small gift 
for our Fun Gift Exchange 
Game. 
 
Holiday Party Event 
Chairs:Gary 
Schwarting,Gwen 
Andersen, Fred & Colleen 
Hall – fbcmhal@aol.com 
  
NOTE: This will be instead of our 

regular 2nd Wednesday General 

Meeting. 

 

The November  Sunday sailing and 

picnic at Lake Avalon was an 

AWESOME time for those who 

participated. It was great to see new 

club members participating and new 

sailors getting free lessons.  

Plan to bring your spouse, a friend and 

your kids and sail at Lake Avalon, 

Sugden Park Sailing Center  for our 

HOLIDAY SAILING EVENT 

Sunday, December 6th 2015 

 Picnic from 12 to 1 pm, sailing  

12:30 to 3:00 pm. The cost is $15 for 

a single, $25 for a couple and $30 

for a family. Please bring a starter 

or dessert. 

SAVE THESE DATES  

Future Sugden Sailing Dates 

Sunday Afternoons: 

1/17, 2/7 and 3/6. 
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Commodore’s Comments 

  HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL OF OUR GREAT CLUB MEMBERS.  Moe is recuperating from surgery in 
Connecticut and plans on returning to Naples in January. We all miss him and wish him a speedy and 
healthy recovery.  
 

Moe’s contribution to our Club is substantial. Our fellow Board Members are picking up most of the pieces. We all 
look forward to Moe’s return. 
 
Welcome our newest members of the club, David Hopper, Vicki Livingston (our New P.R. Person), Terry Nauck, 
Cathie Scanion, Winnie Shirrmeister, Tom Spitz, Seaby Bess and Betti Garcia. 
 
December brings about a changing of the guard for our Flag Officers and Board of Directors. There are many 
members who volunteer their time and energy to make sure the Club is an active organization and we are grateful 
to everyone who volunteers. The Board and Officers go above the call of duty in their dedication to the Club and 
they are the leadership that keeps the Club moving forward.   
 
At the December Holiday Party we will be seating the Directors and Flag Officers for the Club for 2016. Serving on 
the Board or in a Flag Officer position comes with recognition that an active participation and a willingness to take 
on leadership responsibilities in projects and activities is required.   We have a terrific group of people who have 
volunteered to serve the Club next year and they bring a wealth of knowledge and experience and enthusiasm to 
help promote and guide the Club as a premier organization committed to supporting an active sailing community.   
 
The Club is a volunteer driven organization where ALL MEMBERS are encouraged to contribute their skills and 
energy in some manner to make sailing a vibrant part of the community of Southwest Florida.  There are lots of 
good things going on right now in the Club and if you would like to be an active part of it we will welcome you 
with open arms where you can give back to the Club and help make a difference.  
 

 

 

Your 2016 GCSC Board of Directors 

Position                        Member                Term Expires 
              Commodore              Maurice Scully               12/31/2016                 

Vice Commodore          VACANT                     12/31/2016 
                Rear Commodore      Ken Cort                        12/31/2016                  

Treasurer                    Sherry Kimble               12/31/2016 
Secretary                     Shawn Todd                 12/31/2016 
Board Member           Gunar Rogat                12/31/2016 
Board Member           Fred Hall                      12/31/2016 
Board Member           Jim Brown                    12/31/2017 
Board Member           Bob Diamond              12/31/2017 
Board Member           Jeff Weisz                    12/31/2017 
Board Member           Marty Lawton             12/31/2018 
Board Member            Paul Carlson               12/31/2018 
Board Member           VACANT                       12/31/2018 

Board Member Emeritus (Non-Voting) 
                 Jerry Watkins               
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GCSC NEW WEB SITE 

www.gulfcoastsailingclub.org 
If you have not done so already, please take a look at our New Web Site. 

It is a work in progress, but it is up and functioning. 
Your comments and suggestions are always welcome.  

 
Thanks to GCSC member Joe Ballarino, who did the initial web design. Thanks to Moe Scully and Emily Supmann 

for maintain our site. Very Special thanks to Vic Farmer and Taylor Hinote for all the work they did on our 
previous web site. 

 
The Great Loop 

 
Marty Lawton, a GCSC Member and a 2016 Director, has just completed his 
American Great Loop Cruise and just received a Gold burgee to fly on his Grand 
Banks 36 Trawler. The green flag shown here is the sponsor flag. It was 
hanging on the wall of the Pink Shell Marina when I photographed it. Cruisers 
receive a white Burgee at the start of their trip and a Gold Burgee, if they 
complete the full “Great Loop”.  

Marty started last year and travelled up the East Coast, the Hudson River and 
through the Erie Canal. Then Marty returned to Naples for the winter. The boat spent the winter near 
Lake Erie. This summer Marty continued his journey, returning to Naples in the fall.  

Here is Marty’s story 

“The Great Loop is any number of boat trips that entail traveling in a large circle to include the East Coast 
of the US, the Erie Canal, Lake Ontario, The Trent Severn Canal in Canada, Georgian Bay, The North 
Channel, upper Lake Huron, Lake Michigan, and the series of rivers starting in Chicago and going down 
the Mississippi, up the Ohio, down the Cumberland, Tennessee and Tom Bigbee waterways exiting into 
the Gulf of Mexico around Carabel and crossing the Gulf of Mexico to Tampa and back down to Naples. 
People have started anywhere and taken a variety of routes but the main idea is to be able to do the 
entire trip without taking the boat out of the water for transport.  

Some people go to Key West as part of the Loop, others come down the Mississippi and go to New 
Orleans, while other go up to Nova Scotia and up the St Lawrence or Lake Champlain.  

The main issues are that the air draft of a vessel needs to be reduced to about 17’ to clear the bridges. 
The route I took has about 100 locks which can be managed by one person (I did about 50 by myself). 
Boats with a draft over 4’ need to be careful in certain areas and weather can always cause issues, but 
that gives you the opportunity to explore ashore.  

Everyone is very helpful and the America’s Great Loop Cruising Association (AGLCA) is a resource that 
should be used to answer any questions people have. If you Google the AGLCA they have many 
resources including a map that can be used as a starting point for the trip. The boat can be left in 
different parts of the loop so that the trip can be resumed, if you run out of time in a given year.  
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Below are a few of my pictures. I will be happy to give a discussion if there are people interested. See if 
you can identify any of the places below.”  Marty Lawton marty.lawton@comcast.net 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Boat Name Puzzles Solved 

 
We would all like to know how you came up with your boat’s name. Please send me 

an Email with the story to rmdiamond@aol.com 

Gulf Coast Sailing Club is fortunate to have many Award Winning Racing Sailboats 
in our Fleet. In this issue of LuffnLaff, we see the story of two of those boats. 

The Story of the Naming the Dragon 
Fly Boats 

In 2001 Dr. Rohde ordered a brand-new Beneteau 47.3. As of yet 
there were none produced, the one seen at the boat show was a 
prototype. He gave this vessel as much of the modern electronics as 
he could.  

It was ordered with dual chart potters, full instrumentation and the 
most modern radio equipment available. The vessel is equipped with 
a two station SSB radio, a full HF radio and a dual band radio. He also  
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equipped the vessel with electric winches, a generator and a 400 gallon a day Water Maker. 

This was the easy decision, the name now this was a difficult decision. After much discussion it was 
decided to name it after powerful creatures, Dragons!  

The family has been close to dragons for many years, having a collection of 
Meissen pottery second to none. With the red dragons, a Meissen 
trademark for over a hundred years. The dragons on the sails were taken 
from the china made for German royalty. The modern version is either blue 
or green. This dragon is very detailed with shadows in the background.  
Having decided on naming it dragon, Dr. Rohde wished for a non-lazy 
dragon so he called her Dragon Fly.  

He and his dragons have won Antigua race week twice overall, Fort Lauderdale Key West twice and 
numerous podium positions in many other regattas. In 2001 Dr. Rohde asked me to come up with a 
design pattern that fit the sails. I came up with a split design putting the Dragon on one sail and the 
fireball on the other. It has become a very powerful symbol of the boats. Wherever we go on the Florida 
East Coast, West Coast or the Caribbean people know us and the vessels. 

Frank Brown 

Fleet Captain 

Universal Sailing 
www.saildragonfly.com 

1 954 648 5835 

Tropical Storm 

Doug Forster and Kristin Daer’s X Yacht 483 have won numerous racing awards. 

Here is the story of the boat name. 

My first real race boat was a Melges 24 that I purchased in 1994.  The name of the 
boat when purchased was “Joker”. Suffice it to say it was not name I liked very 
much, especially when I planned to seriously campaign her!  
 
After spending time considering multiple names I landed on Tropical Storm. The 
connotation of speed felt compelling and living on the west coast, the idea of 
powerful winds sweeping in from the tropics seemed novel!  When I picked up my 
X-482 in 2000, the name still felt right, thus she too was christened ‘Tropical 
Storm’. 
 
Fast forward to 2011 when Tropical Storm actually made it to the “tropics”; arriving 
in the Virgin Islands for a few months of cruising. As Tropical Storm was arriving at 
a marina in Roadtown, BVI our friend called in to the marina: “Roadtown Marina, 

this is the sailing vessel Tropical Storm requesting a slip for a few nights in your marina, over”.  The 
Harbormaster immediately radioed back: “Mon, you are welcome in our marina, but please leave that 
Tropical Storm behind!” 
 
The name that was novel in California, but it definitely elicits a different response in this area! Because 
she draws 8.5 feet and as we are pretty settled here in shallow Southwest Florida, we are thinking about 
our next shallower draft boat. Because the boat would more than likely be smaller, my wife has already 
picked out her name: “Pineapple Express” after the warm water storms that hit California, starting in 
Hawaii.     
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Future Events 

 

GCSC Day Sails and Raftups 

All Power and Sail Boats Welcome 

Saturday, 12/5/15 - Day Sail and Raft-Up 

Sunday, 1/24/16 - Day Sail and Raft-Up 

Saturday, 2/21/16 - Day Sail and Raft-Up 

 

Bob Diamond will take GCSC Members as Crew or Passengers. 

Other Club Captains who wish to take GCSC Members onboard, as well as Members 
looking for a ride, please contact me. 

I will try to place as many members on boats as possible. 

We will leave at 10:30 AM return by about 4:00 PM 

Bring a light lunch, snacks and drinks – preferably your own inflatable life vest - if 
possible. 

Contact Bob Diamond for more info 

1 239 404 4844 

rmdiamond@aol.com 

 

 

Cruisers – HOLD THESE DATES OPEN- Join the Fun - Future GCSC 
Cruises 

1> January - MLK Weekend Sat. Sun. Mon. The 16th, 17th, 18th 

 South to Panther Key/Everglades City Area 

2> February - President’s Day Weekend  Sat, Sun (Valantine’s Day). Mon. The 
13th,14th, 15th 

 North to Fort Myers Area, Ding Darling, Cabbage Key +++ 

3> May – Key West Cruise – Bone Island Regatta 19th to the 23th 
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4> May – Memorial Day Weekend Sat, Sun, Mon 28th 29th 30th. 

Destination To Be Announced 

5>  Spring Cruise in the Bahamas - Lorelei and Bob will once more be there March, 
April and May – Any boat interested in joining us for any part – please call.  

Please, let me know your thoughts and if you wish to join us for any of these 
Cruises. 

Bob Diamond - rmdiamond@aol.com 1 239 404 4844 

 

GCSC is hosting four Regattas this season: 

The GCSC New Years Cup – Saturday, January 9th 2016 

The GCSC Spring Regatta –Towers Race – Saturday, February 27 2016 

The GCSC Porsche of Naples Cup Regatta – Saturday and Sunday, April 2rd & 3rd 

The GCSC Rendezvous Regatta and Cruise - Labor Day Weekend 2016 

 

 

Gulf Coast Sailing Club is an all volunteer club.  
 

The Club still needs your help. 
 

 We have open many volunteer opportunities to help your club and have 
fun. If you would like to assist with our regattas, racing, cruising or 

social activities – great - just contact Moe.  
 

We have members with wonderful real world work experience. If you 
have career skills that you think might help our club, please contact us. - 
Maritime, catering, legal, accounting, insurance, secretarial, marketing, 

public relations, fund raising, computers, web sites, graphics, plus, 
plus…. 

 
If you wish to participate as a volunteer, Please contact our 
Commodore Maurice “Moe” Scully at mauricescully@gmail.com 
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Member’s Nautical Market Place 
If you wish to Buy or Sell a boat or piece of Nautical equipment, place your free 

notice here. 
 

 

 

 

 

Please Support our GCSC 2015 Avow Regatta Sponsors 

See our Web GCSC Web Page for a link to our Sponsors  

Web Pages 

 
*** Remember, they supported us.*** 
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